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At a rally attended by thousands in Managua Thursday night, President Daniel Ortega announced
that his government is willing to engage in indirect negotiations with the contras to arrange a ceasefire. He did not specify the intermediary, or a date for negotiations. Next, Ortega said 1,000 political
prisoners accused of aiding the contras will immediately be pardoned. Ortega's announcements
occurred on the first major deadline of the regional peace accord, signed by the five Central
American presidents on Aug. 7 in Guatemala City. The president said additional prisoners will
receive amnesty and the wartime state of emergency throughout the country will be lifted only when
the US and Honduras cease to aid the contras. The peace plan does not specifically require Central
American governments to hold talks with rebel groups. However, the plan's author, Costa Rican
President Oscar Arias, has said that negotiating a cease-fire with the contras is the only way to break
an impasse in the peace process. Before Ortega's speech, Arias said in Costa Rica, "I strongly believe
that the essence and clue to all of this is reaching a negotiated cease-fire in Nicaragua...If (Ortega)
takes the first step, the contras will have to go as refugees to Miami or California or Costa Rica." In
his address, Ortega emphasized that the negotiations would focus on a cease-fire and not on sharing
political power. "We must not confuse this with political dialogue. We have never held a political
dialogue with the contras. We are not doing that now, nor will we ever do it." In order for the other
measures contained in the peace plan to go into effect, he said, an international commission set
up under the peace plan must verify that the contra bases and US-supported logistical network
are gone from Honduras and that the contras receive no more US supplies. In addition, he said,
contra leaders must no longer be allowed to live in Costa Rica. (LOS ANGELES TIMES, 11/06/87)
[Note: It is possible that the 1,000 prisoners to be released were included in a list of 1,200 presented
to the government by Cardinal Miguel Obando y Bravo during an Oct. 28 meeting of the National
Reconciliation Commission. Obando said the Church had requested amnesty on behalf of the
listed prisoners. Depending on the source of information, the total number of political prisoners
in Nicaragua ranges from 6,000 to 10,000. High end estimates likely encompass not only persons
convicted of collaborating with the contras and contras captured by the Sandinista army, but also
former National Guardsmen and contras convicted of murdering and torturing civilians or other
major human rights abuses, and persons detained for short periods of time on suspicion of political
crimes.]
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